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REFERRAL GUIDELINES
DEPARTMENT OF ORTHODONTICS

The Royal London Dental Hospital

We are a major teaching hospital department that as well as providing high quality of care for patients is actively involved in training undergraduate dental students and postgraduates in the speciality of Orthodontics. The following guidelines are designed for practitioners considering referring to our department. A completed referral proforma (obtainable by telephoning 020 73777000 ext. 2142 or downloadable from the Dental Hospital website link www.bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk should be sent to:
The Royal London Dental Hospital, Appointments Centre, New Road, London E1 1BB
(Tel enquires: 020 7601 8701; Fax: 020 7377 7687)

Only those patients qualifying under IOTN grades 4 or 5 will be accepted for treatment. Occasionally lower priority patients (IOTN grade 1, 2 or 3) maybe accepted for treatment for teaching dental undergraduates. 
Patients considered high priority 
· Increased overjet > 9 mm
· Extensive hypodontia with restorative implications (more than one tooth missing in any quadrant requiring pre-restorative orthodontics)
· Impeded eruption of teeth (apart from 3rd molars) due to crowding, displacement, the presence of supernumerary teeth, retained deciduous teeth, and any pathological cause
· Reverse overjet > 3.5 mm with reported masticatory and speech difficulties
· Patients with defects of cleft lip and palate
· Patients with submerged deciduous teeth

· Medically compromised or special needs patients.

· Patients who have sustained dento-alveolar trauma as a result of their malocclusion

Patients considered medium priority 
· Increased overjet > 6mm but <= 9 mm
· Reverse overjet > 3.5 mm with no masticatory or speech difficulties
· Anterior or posterior crossbites with > 2 mm discrepancy between the retruded contact position and intercuspal position
· Severe displacements of teeth > 4 mm
· Extreme lateral or anterior open bites > 4 mm
· Increased and complete overbite with gingival or palatal trauma
· Less extensive hypodontia requiring pre-restorative orthodontics or orthodontic space closure to obviate the need for a prosthesis
· Posterior lingual crossbite with no functional occlusal contact in one or more buccal segments
· Reverse overjet > 1 mm but < 3.5 mm with recorded masticatory and speech difficulties
· Partially erupted teeth, tipped and impacted against adjacent teeth
· Existing supenumerary teeth
· Patients requiring orthodontic treatment in conjunction with corrective jaw surgery
Patients not routinely accepted for treatment

· Those patients who present with IOTN grades 1,2 or 3

· Adults are not accepted for treatment unless they present with a malocclusion requiring multidisciplinary treatment that specifically requires hospital management e.g. those that require orthodontic treatment in conjunction with corrective jaw surgery. 
