



Local Comprehensive Clinical Research Network 

Following on from last month’s appointment of Clinical Directors and the Board Chairman interviews for two senior management posts were held this month.  Details on appointments will follow at a later date.
UKCRN plans for the networks continue to be revealed. The Comprehensive Clinical Research National Network meeting took place in early September and Host Network Meeting is planned for 9 October. Background information on the UKCRN can be found at: http://www.ukcrn.org.uk/index/networks/comprehensive.html.

If you have any questions about the establishment of our CLRN or national plans please contact Nick Good in R&D on 020 7882 7274 or e-mail nicholas.good@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk. 

MHRA moves to require electronic submissions

From October 1st, applicants to the MHRA should make all submissions for initial applications, substantial amendments, annual safety reports, responses to remarks in an acceptance letter, or responses to letters giving grounds for non-approval, by providing electronic documents on disk. Applicants are required to submit electronic documents on disk with one PDF file for each document. 

In exceptional cases, where the use of PDF files is not feasible (for example, in the case of small, non-commercial clinical trials), electronic documents using Word are acceptable and will be processed to the same target timescales. 

Disks should be submitted with no subdirectory structure. There is no change to the way SUSARs are submitted. 

For more information, visit: www.mhra.gov.uk/home/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=1123.

Training and Events
R&D Training Reminder 
If you are currently working on a health related research project it is mandatory to attend a one hour Research Governance course, which is run on a monthly basis. If you have not yet attended this course, please book a place as soon as possible. Forthcoming dates are shown in the table below.

If you are currently involved in a clinical trial of a medicinal product/s it is mandatory to attend a Good Clinical Practice (GCP) course which is a half-day session. The next course will be held on 16 October 2007.
If you have not yet attended either the Research Governance or the GCP course and you are working on a clinical trial of a medicinal product/s, you are also able to book on the new one day course ‘an introduction to research regulations’. This session covers the identical course content as in the Research Governance and the GCP course in addition to further information on research ethics processes and Data Protection issues amongst other topics.

Course dates are displayed below. For course bookings please contact Ann Smith on 020 7882 7250 or via e-mail on ann.smith@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk 

If you have any queries about training dates or course content, please contact Yolanda Moyo on 020 7882 7279 or via e-mail on y.moyo@qmul.ac.uk 
Alternatively, please view the training pages on the Joint Research Office website 

http://www.bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk/research/training.asp
Forthcoming training dates for 2007

	Date
	Course Title
	Time
	Venue

	OCTOBER 2007

	Thursday 9 October
	Research Governance
	1-2pm
	Room 3.06, Old Medical School Building, Whitechapel

	Tuesday 16 October
	Good Clinical Practice
	1.30-4.30pm
	Room 130, Wolfson Institute, Charterhouse Square, Near Barts Hospital

	Tuesday 25 October
	An introduction to research regulations
	9.30-4.30pm
	Paul Garrod Lecture Theatre, Robin Brooks Centre, Barts  

	NOVEMBER 2007

	Wednesday 7 November
	An introduction to research regulations
	9.30-4.30pm
	Room 1.30, Old Medical School Building, Whitechapel

	Thursday 15 November
	Research Governance
	1-2pm
	Room 2.48, Old Medical School Building, Whitechapel

	Thursday 29 November
	Good Clinical Practice
	1.30-4.30pm
	Room 2.48, Old Medical School Building, Whitechapel


Intellectual property surgeries for Trust and Medical School Researchers
  

The Joint Research & Development Office has invited staff from NHS Innovations London to host a series of intellectual property surgeries at Barts and The London, giving Trust and Medical School Staff the opportunity to discuss ideas, inventions or designs they have come up with during the course of their work that might need protecting and be of potential commercial interest. The surgeries will be held, by appointment only, between 9.30am and 3.45pm only on the following dates: 
· 16 October 2007, R&D Meeting Room, Portakabin, Walden Street
· 20 November 2007, Seminar Room 8 Robin Brooks Centre, Barts

To book an appointment at one of the surgeries, please ring Ann Smith in the Joint R&D Office on ext 13-7250.
The European Directive 2001/20/EC – 6 Years on

Great Ormond Street Hopsital are running a 2 day conference, 26-27 November 2007,  looking at how at EU Directive has been implemented over the past 6 years.  Speakers from all over Europe will be in attendance, and the conference is also supported by the NHS R&D Forum.  
Covered over the 2 days will be the following:

· Ethics

· GMP compliance

· Sponsorship

· Pharmacovigilance

· Indemnity

· Agreements

· Monitoring/inspecting

The conference is aimed at anybody who is involved in the setting up/conducting/ monitoring/auditing/inspecting of Clinical Trials.

For more information, and details on how to register please visit the following website:

http://www.clinicaltrials2007.org/ 
Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP) UK Regional Conference

The ACRP 2007 UK Regional Conference is to be held on 11 October 2007 at the Institute of Directors, 116 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5ED.
Preliminary Programme Schedule

· Acquiring the Skills to Face Intelligently the Challenges in Day to Day Clinical Research: David Gillen (Medical Director, Pfizer)
· Update of the Paediatric Regulations (US and European). The practicalities of conducting paediatric studies (Parallel stream A): Tricia Fowler (Director of Special Projects in Business Operations of Clinical Pharmacology and Discovery Medicine, GSK) and Dr Richard Tiner (Medical Director, Association of The British Pharmaceutical Industry)


· Working with Combination of Drugs/Devices (Parallel Stream B): Shelley Dollan (Chief Nurse of the Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust)

· Interview Skills in Specific Clinical Research Situations (Parallel Stream A):
Keith Barber (European Senior Director of Quality, Process and Training, Parexel)

· Equipping the NHS with Monitoring Skills needed as Sponsors to adhere to the UK Regulation (Parallel Stream B):  Siobhan Lim (Clinical Research Training Manager, ACRP) and Janet Messer (Deputy Director, NHS R&D Forum)

· How to Avoid Misconduct in Daily Practice (Parallel Stream A):  Samantha Green (Technical Manager European Clinical Compliance, GSK) and Joanne North (European Clinical Compliance, GSK)

· Maximising the Relationship between Clinical Investigators and Pharma, Devices and Biotech Companies (Parallel Stream B):  Dr. David Galloway (Managing Director, REDSOX Research Ltd) and Professor Richard Langford (Consultant in Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine, Director of the Academic Anaesthetics, Pain and Critical Care Centre, Barts and the London NHS Trust)

· Subject Recruitment can be Better (Parallel Stream A):  David J. Cocker (Chairman, Goldwood Ltd)


· Evolution of Research Ethics Committee Administration in the UK (Parallel Stream B):  Dr. Michael Bone (Chairman, The Association of Research Ethics Committees, UK, Consultant Physician, South Tyneside Healthcare Trust)
For further information and registration please visit the following:

http://www.acrpnet.org/education/conferences/roadshows/unitedkingdom.html
Website: www.acrpnet.org or e-mail: bselby@acrpnet.org 
Health Services Research Network (HSRN)
The HSRN aims to connect all universities, commercial and professional organisations, charities and NHS bodies with an interest in HSR. It defines health services research as all research that underpins improvements in the way health services are financed, organised, planned and delivered, and includes health technology assessments and health policy research.
Current information from the HSRN is detailed below:

· Current Awareness Service- The latest edition of the King’s Fund Current Awareness Service is available to download from the HSRN website.
· Annual Health Services Research and Pharmacy Conference, Liverpool- The conference is currently seeking abstracts by 19 October. For more details please visit the following website.
NIHR Biomedical Research Centre Forum: Genetics

The Biomedical Research Centre (BRC) Management Executive is pleased to announce the first of this years Biomedical Forum programme on Thursday 4 October 2007  from  1 - 2pm in Lecture Theatre 1, New Hunt's House at Guy's and St Thomas. The focus of this BMF will be Genetics, hosted by Professor Ellen Solomon, Head of the Division of Genetics & Molecular Medicine, KCL.
As an integral part of the BRC, the Biomedical Forum is a unique opportunity to showcase translation in biomedical and clinical research and aims to foster collaboration between clinicians, allied health professionals and basic scientists. 

Everyone is welcome to the Biomedical Forum meetings but attendance is particularly encouraged from translational researchers (clinical and non-clinical) of all disciplines and at all levels of training, in addition to the researchers involved in the Research Themes of the Centre and the associated Cross Cutting Disciplines.
The NIHR Biomedical Research Centre focuses on "translational research" that will take advances in basic medical research out of the laboratory and into the clinical setting to improve the treatment of our patients. An overview of the BRC can be found at www.biomedicalresearchcentre.org - Further information on the Biomedical Forum programme for 2007/08 will also be available on the website shortly.
If you have any questions relating to either the BRC or the Biomedical Forum please contact Dr Kate Blake in the first instance on 85733 or kate.blake@gstt.nhs.uk
Patient and Public Involvement from INVOLVE - Empowering researchers

INVOLVE is a national group that advises on public involvement in NHS, social care and public health research and development.  INVOLVE is funded by the Department of Health and is a programme of the National Institute for Health Research. 

INVOLVE are planning a workshop for researchers in January 2008, to help them identify how they and other organisations can further support researchers to involve the public in research. Would you be interested in attending? If so what issues would you like to see discussed? Please email your response to Jane Royle at the INVOLVE Support Unit: jroyle@invo.org.uk or telephone on 02380 651088.

From idea to reality – 1 day training course at NHS Innovations London
Bookings are now being taken for the next NHSIL 1 day course, which is being run on 31 October 2007.

The course covers how NHSIL can help take your product from the initial idea, through development, investment and protection to it finally being developed.

If you would like to book a place, please view the following poster for details:
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2008 Wellcome Trust Advanced Courses programme

The Wellcome Trust Advanced Courses Programme provides practical training in the latest biomedical research techniques and bioinformatics tools for senior PhD students, postdocs and clinicians. All UK courses are held at the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute and at the Wellcome Trust Conference Centre, both on the Wellcome Trust Genome Campus, Hinxton, Cambridge.
For information on the courses available, please visit the following website:

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/node6210.html 
Funding
Programme Grants for Applied Research

Those who have expressed an interest in registering for the latest (third) round of Programme Grants for Applied Research should submit their outline applications, with an R&D costed budget, by 8 October, 5pm. 
Programme Grants for Applied Research are prestigious awards of up to £2m over a period of three to five years, the aim of which is to:

· Provide evidence to improve health outcomes in England through promotion of health, prevention of ill health, and optimal disease management (including safety and quality), with particular emphasis on conditions causing significant disease burden, where other research funders may not be focused, or there is insufficient funding available;

· Enable NHS trusts to tackle areas of high priority or need for health;

· Provide some stability of funding to support the long-term development of top quality applied research groups working in the NHS; and/ or

· Replace, in part, programmes of research currently supported by the Priorities and Needs (PNF) component of NHS R&D Support Funding for NHS Providers.

Awards are made where there is potential gain for patients within the relatively near future. They are not intended to support basic research or experimental medicine.
For more information and details on how to apply please see:  

http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/docdatabase/programmegrants/default.cfm. NB, the information contains feedback, provided by the Director of the Programme, on applications submitted in earlier applied research funding rounds. Any questions please direct to Nick Good in R&D on 020 7882 7274 or e-mail nicholas.good@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk.
R&D is working with investigators to ensure that 5 full submissions for the second round of Programme Grants for Applied Research are submitted by 22 October.

Research for Patient Benefit Programme

The most recent deadline for submitting RfPB grant applications was Friday 21 September. For those who have missed this round but are interested in future RfPB funding, the next round (Competition 5) requires expressions of interest to be in by 3 January 2008.

NIHR Biomedical Research Units

The NIHR has announced plans to establish Biomedical Research Units to undertake translational clinical research in priority areas of disease, ill health and clinical need that are currently under-represented in the existing NIHR Biomedical Research Centres.  

Full details of the newly proposed Biomedical Research Units can be found at: 

http://www.nihr.ac.uk/infrastructure_biomedical_research_units.aspx. This includes Bibliometric analysis setting out the strongest contenders in each category.

The proposed units will cover the following priority areas:

· Cardiovascular Disease 

· Deafness and Hearing Problems 

· Gastrointestinal (including Liver) Disease 

· Musculoskeletal Disease 

· Nutrition, Diet and Lifestyle (including Obesity) 

· Respiratory Disease 

BLT/ QMUL are proposing to bid for the following 4 units, with these respective clinical leads:

· Cardiovascular Disease – Prof Mark Caulfield

· Gastrointestinal (including Liver) Disease - Prof Ian Sanderson

· Musculoskeletal Disease - Prof Costantino Pitzalis 

· Diet and Lifestyle (including Obesity) - Prof Adrian Clark

Pre-qualifying questionnaires will be submitted by 15 October 2007. Short-listing will take place in November and successful NHS/ University partnerships will be invited to submit full applications in February 2008.
Health Technology Assessment On-going Funding Opportunity 
 
The NIHR Health Technology Assessment (HTA) programme is inviting research proposals for pragmatic clinical trials.  Proposals are sought addressing any health problem, however, in this funding round we would particularly welcome proposals related to stroke or dementia.

The next cut-off date for outline proposals is Wednesday 16 January 2008 at 1pm.
Please visit the HTA programme web site at http://www.hta.ac.uk/funding/ for the latest application form and commissioning brief.

Call for Corrie/ Cattlin Prize and Cooper & Coventon Scholarship Applications 

The Governors of the Voluntary Hospital of St Bartholomew have requested that the Research Advisory Board consider nominations for each of these prizes.

· The Corrie Prize of £1,000 is for individuals employed by the School of Medicine and Dentistry or Barts and The London NHS Trust, working principally at St Bartholomew’s Hospital (West Smithfield or Charterhouse Square) who have recently undertaken postgraduate clinical research.
· The Cattlin Prize of £1,500 is an annual prize for individuals employed by the School of Medicine and Dentistry or Barts and The London NHS Trust, working principally at St Bartholomew’s Hospital (West Smithfield or Charterhouse Square), who have recently undertaken postgraduate clinical or laboratory based research.  

· Cooper & Coventon Scholarship of £3,000:  A scholarship to be awarded every three years for a postgraduate clinical or laboratory research project in medicine, surgery or the allied sciences for such persons as the Governors shall determine who have received their training at Barts and The London School of Medicine & Dentistry or Barts and The London NHS Trust.  

Please note that you can only apply for one of these prizes. The deadline for these prizes will be the 5th November 2007 at 5pm.

Please attach the nominees CV and bibliography to the end of the Prizes Application Form (include within one document in the electronic version). 

Please send one electronic copy and one signed original hard copy to the Dr Karen Matthews, Barts and The London Charity, 4th Floor 12 Cock Lane, London. EC1A 9BU Email: karen.matthews@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk.

Barts and The London Charity - Fellowship Grant Scheme

Barts and the London Charity are pleased to announce a call for proposals for our fellowship grant scheme to be reviewed through the auspices of the Research Advisory Board. The deadline for receipt of applications in this round is Monday 3 December at 12pm. Interviews are anticipated to be held in late March.

The fellowships will cover the research salary costs of the fellow, at the appropriate grade, and consumables with a maximum of £5,000 only.  This does not extend to purchase of equipment or to pay for clinical service.

Further information, and details on how to apply, is available within the following guidance notes:  
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Arthritis Research Campaign (ARC) application deadlines

ARC currently spends over £20million per year in universities and medical schools to support pioneering biomedical research in order to improve life for people who have arthritis and related musculoskeletal diseases.  
Following are the current deadlines:
· Project and equipment grants. Deadline 29 October 2007 
· Education Project Intent Forms and invited Education Project Grants. Deadline 29 October 2007 
· Allied Health Professionals Educational Training Bursaries. Deadlines 7 and 15 January 2008
· Barbera Ansell Fellowships in Paediatric Rheumatology. No deadline – applications may be submitted at any time

· Scientific exchange. To be submitted at least 1 month in advance of a planned visit.

You are advised to check any deadline before submitting an application either by telephoning the Research and Education Department (01246 541115) or by visiting the ARC website: www.arc.org.uk 

Knowledge Transfer funding opportunities
Knowledge Transfer (also know as ‘third stream’ or ‘outreach’ activity) is the transfer of the knowledge and expertise arising from teaching and research to benefit society.  This can be achieved through external collaborations with business and industry, as well as interaction with the wider community.   
Knowledge Transfer funding can be used for: 

· Collaborative research with industry partners 

· Commercialisation of research (e.g. demonstrating ‘proof of concept’ or developing prototypes and setting up spin-out companies)

· CASE studentships and industrial placements

· Training in entrepreneurship and business skills

Details on the awards that are currently available can be found in the below Funding Bulletin:
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MRC Working with Industry – Industrial Collaborative Studentships
The competition was officially announced on 14th August 2007 and consists of two funding streams to enable companies with the capacity to support a number of students and small to medium-sized enterprises to apply for studentships with the potential to initiate new research collaborations between industrial and academic scientists.
There are up to 20 studentships available to start in October 2008 and October 2009 via the quota application process and 10 studentships available to start in October 2008 via a project-specific application process. A further competition for project-specific studentships to start in October 2009 will be held next year.
Applications relevant to all areas of the MRC’s remit are invited though a priority area for this round of the expanded scheme will be in vivo disciplines including pharmacology, physiology and pathology.
The closing date for applications is Friday 26 October 2007.  Application forms and guidance notes are available for download from the following website:

http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Careers/Studentships/Schemes/IndustrialCollaborative/index.htm 
Kidney Research UK fellowships
Kidney Research UK wishes to support research that is relevant to the understanding of the kidneys and urinary tract and the disease processes affecting them.  There is particular desire to support work leading to improved management, treatment and prevention of kidney disease and its complications.

Applications are now invited for:

· Senior fellowships (non-clinical)
· Training fellowships (clinical)
· Career development fellowships (non-clinical)

Financial support will be based upon an appropriate point on current NHS or University pay scales.  An allowance for consumables will be available, and in the case of training fellowships ‘home fees’ related to a higher degree will be considered.  Awards are made for a period of up to three years.

The closing date for applications is 23 November 2007.  For more information, and details on how to apply, please use the following link: http://www.kidneyresearchuk.org/content/view/36/61/ 
Action Medical Research training fellowships

Applications are invited from medical and science graduates for Research Training Action’s objective is to prevent disease and disability and to alleviate existing physical disability with an emphasis on clinical research or research at the clinical/basic interface.
Applications are currently invited from medical and science graduates for Research Training Fellowships.  The awards provide the opportunity for up to 3 years (salary and consumables) to train in research techniques and methodology, in subjects relevant to the overall objectives of the Charity.  The scheme aims to build the research base throughout the UK by training the research leaders of the future.

The deadline for applications is Friday 31 August 2007.  For more details and a copy of the application form please use the following link: http://www.action.org.uk/research_projects/guidelines_for_rtf_applicants.php 
Core Research Bursaries

Core, the working name of the Digestives Disorders Foundation, funds research to prevent, cure or treat digestive disorders.  With the unrestricted financial support of Dr Falk Pharma UK, applications are invited for a number of new bursaries and awards for 2007.  

· One research essay prize - £1,000 essay prize.
· Six research bursaries - £1,000 bursaries available.  

The deadline for applications is Friday 26 October 2007.  Further information can be found within the below advertisement, and by visiting the following website:
http://www.corecharity.org.uk/?docname=competitionspageurl 
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Arts and Humanities Research Council Knowledge Transfer Fellowship Scheme

The third round of the AHRC's Knowledge Transfer Fellowship Scheme has opened for applications. The deadline for applications (which must be submitted through the JES system) is 8 November 2007. 
The Knowledge Transfer Fellowship Scheme is designed to help academics to undertake a knowledge transfer project is a very flexible way, using high quality arts/humanities research to "make a difference" beyond academia by working with a non-academic partner.

The AHRC has a broad definition of knowledge transfer, including: 

· Commercial engagement 

· Working with heritage and cultural sectors 

· Production of content 

· Informing public policy 

Full details about the scheme, including an updated scheme guide and how to apply, are on our website:

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/about/ke/knowledge/knowledge_transfer_fellowship_scheme.asp
University Of London Central Research Fund Grants 2007/2008 Session
Applications are invited from members of the University (other than current undergraduate students and those registered for a taught Master's degree) for Research Grants to assist specific projects of research with the provision of expenses such as special materials, apparatus and travel costs.

The closing dates, for applications, are as follows:

· Autumn term - 12 October 2007

· Summer term - 14 March 2008
 Applicants should note that the Committee does not award retrospective grants, i.e. for expenses incurred before the decision of the Committee is known.

Forms of application and further particulars are available from the following website www.london.ac.uk/crf. 

The Health Foundation quality improvement fellowships

The aim of the Quality Improvement Fellowships is to equip clinically-qualified senior NHS professionals with the tools and techniques of quality improvement. 

Fellows spend a year in the USA working with The Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) based in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The fellowship combines academic learning with the development of practical skills and techniques for quality improvement. 

For more information please visit: http://www.health.org.uk/current_work/leadership_schemes/qifs.html 
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Newsletter on Knowledge Transfer Funding Opportunities 

for the School of Medicine and Dentistry

 prepared by Innovation and Enterprise




This newsletter provides a monthly round-up of current Knowledge Transfer funding opportunities that may be of interest to Life Sciences and Medical School researchers.  


Knowledge Transfer (also know as ‘third stream’ or ‘outreach’ activity) is the transfer of the knowledge and expertise arising from teaching and research to benefit society.  This can be achieved through external collaborations with business and industry, as well as interaction with the wider community.   

Knowledge Transfer funding can be used for: 

· Collaborative research with industry partners 

· Commercialisation of research (eg demonstrating ‘proof of concept’ or developing prototypes and setting up spin-out companies)


· CASE studentships and industrial placements


· Training in entrepreneurship and business skills

If you are interested in applying for these funds or to any other funding bodies please contact:

Olivia Stevenson ext 7459/ 8107 or o.stevenson@qmul.ac.uk or

Cath Lavery ext 7002 or c.lavery@qmul.ac.uk 

For further information on Innovation & Enterprise at Queen Mary please visit: http://qm-web.innovation.qmul.ac.uk/smd/index.html

Contents:


1. Awards

2. EU Funding


3. Commercialisation Funding


4. General (bursaries, competitions and events)

5. List of Funding Bodies


1. Awards

Peoples Awards (Wellcome)

The awards are for activities that: communicate biomedical science to the public; stimulate thought and debate. Activities should explore historical, social, ethical, cultural or contemporary issues linked to biomedical science and may include:

· workshops, talks, discussions and exhibitions in public venues;


· arts projects for a variety of different audiences and age groups;


· teaching materials or techniques to encourage wider discussions;


Projects are funded up to £30,000 for a maximum of three years Deadline 28 Sep 07 

Open Link (MRC)


MRC Open LINK projects involve at least one UK R&D based company and one research organisation. The scheme aims to encourage research in the development of new medical treatments and interventions. Industrial partners contribute at least 50%. Applications are open to all researchers and funding is for a period of 3- 5 years. The MRC will usually fund on the basis of 80% of the full economic cost.  Deadlines are:

		Molecular and Cellular Medicine 

		09 Jan 07



		Infections and Immunity 

		16 Jan 07



		Physiological Systems and Clinical Sciences 

		23 Jan 07



		Neurosciences and Mental Health 

		30 Jan 07



		Health Services and Public Health Research 

		10 Oct 07





Project Grants (BUPA Foundation)

Applications are invited for clinically relevant medical research projects aimed at increasing medical knowledge and effectiveness in patient care. These should have the potential to change policy and/or practice in the UK. Applications may be for single projects or for longer programmes up to three years. Basic medical research or service development will not be funded. Deadline 3 Oct 07

Industrial CASE Studentships (BBSRC) 

This is useful for academics who are keen to have a studentship and already have industrial contacts in place. Applications for industrial Case studentship funding are made by industrial companies. The industrial partner defines the research topic in BBSRC's area of interest and takes the initiative in establishing a link with an eligible academic institution. The studentships will be awarded in the form of three-year doctoral training grants starting in Oct 08. Deadline 11 Oct 07

Industry Interchange Programme (BBSRC)

The programme supports the short-term exchange, in either direction, of researchers between the science base and industry. The academic applicant must be a current BBSRC research grant holder or have previously received BBSRC research grant with relevance to the interchange. Awards are likely to be in the range of £10,000 to £30,000. Deadline 19 Oct 07

Networks in Synthetic Biology (BBSRC, EPSRC, AHRC)  


Funding is available to develop and establish communication and networking between researchers in the biosciences, engineering and the physical sciences in the area of synthetic biology, with input from the social sciences and humanities. Up to £950,000 is available to fund six to eight networks. Deadline 24 Oct 07

Industrial CASE Studentships (MRC) 


This is useful for academics who are keen to have a studentship and already have industrial contacts in place. Applications for industrial Case studentship funding are made by industrial companies. The studentships will be awarded in the form of 3-4 year doctoral training grants starting in Oct 08. The company must make an annual minimum contribution of £1400 to the academic institution towards the cost of the Project, a mandatory annual cash payment, of at least £2500 to the student, as well as covering training and expenses. Deadline 26 Oct 07

Pilot Industry Collaboration Award (MRC)

The aim of the scheme is to encourage collaborative research between MRC-funded researchers and industry. Available awards are:


· small exchange: less than £50,000 to supports exchanges up to six months;


· joint fellowships: provides a salary plus recurrent costs for 2-3 years; 

· research projects: £60,000 to £500,000 matched funding for 1-3 years. 


The next event is ‘Advances in oncology and cancer’ on the 21 & 22 Nov 07. Applications are due within three months after the showcase.

Clinician Scientist Fellowship and Tenure-Track Clinician Scientist Fellowship (MRC) 


The Clinical Scientist Fellowship provides up to four years' support to hospital doctors, dentists, GPs, nurses, midwives to enable clinical researchers to make the transition from postdoctoral research and training to independent investigation. 


The Tenure-Track Clinician Scientist Fellowship The award provides up to five years support to hospital doctors, dentists and GPs. Applicants must demonstrate a tenure-track commitment from the host institution, and obtain an agreement to fund one year’s personal salary from the Regional Postgraduate Medical Dean. 


Both awards provide a salary and research expenses as well as the opportunity to spend time in another research centre or UK industry. Deadline 23 Nov 07

Modular Training for Industry Programme (BBSRC)

Support will be awarded as pump-priming funding to develop training at masters level aimed at industry. Evidence of industrial demand is a key requirement of funding. Funding is in the region of £15k per module and can be used towards the cost of preparing and marketing the course material. The delivery mechanism for the training can include distance learning, web-based learning packages or residential 2-3 day seminar and workshop sessions. Deadline 30 Nov 07

Clinical Trials (Health Technology Assessment, NHS)

Grants are available for pragmatic clinical trials of the sort already funded by the HTA programme, on topics proposed by the researchers. Health technology covers any method used to promote health, prevent and treat disease and improve rehabilitation or long-term care. Proof of concept studies are not eligible and pilot / feasibility studies can be included as part of a wider trial proposal. Projects should be wide and involve service users. There are no fixed limits on the duration of projects or funding. Deadline 16 Jan 08


Industry Fellowships (BBSRC and Royal Society)

Fellowships can run for 2 years full time, or 4 years part-time. The fellow remains employed with their home institution with salary costs being covered by the fellowship. The program allows academics to:


· sample life in industry 


· learn new skills in an industrial environment 


· access industry’s facilities and knowledge base  

Research expenses may also be claimed up to the value of £1500 per year. Applicants can be of any nationality, should be PhD qualified and hold a permanent post in academia. Deadline 13 March 08

Discipline Bridging Initiative Grant Schemes (MRC and EPSRC)

Funding of up to £10k is available for new multidisciplinary research projects linking medical/life and engineering/physical sciences. Projects are of 1-2 month duration and involving QMUL partners. The 3 types of grants available are:


· Multidisciplinary research pump priming awards for new collaborations and proof-of-concept necessary for submission of a full grant proposal. 


· Discipline bridging awards to allow individuals to gain focused training, develop skills and expertise associated with a different discipline 


· Inward and outward research visits Providing opportunity for QMUL researchers to spend time in another institution or vice versa. Matched funding will be expected from other sources. 

For further information please contact Sophia Siddiqui: s.siddiqui@qmul.ac.uk

Industrial Partnership Awards (BBSRC)


Partnership Awards are science base-led responsive mode research grants that have significant industrial involvement. A UK registered or UK R&D based industrial partner contributes 10% of the full economic cost of the project. The requested BBSRC contribution should be for the remainder of the project cost (at 80% of FEC rate). Projects must fall within the BBSRC ‘Areas of research’ (see ‘Funding Bodies’) and applicants must have previously received support from the Research Council.  Typical projects are for a period of 3 - 5 years and applications can be made at any time. 


2. EU Funding

7th Framework Programme 

FP7 will provide €50 billion of funding for European research over the next 7 years.  The broad objectives of FP7 are grouped into 10 research themes and 4 categories of activities.  The ‘Health’ theme (budget >€6 billion for 2007-13) is clearly relevant to researchers in the medical school, but other themes also include some health-related calls (eg. ‘Information and Computer Technologies’ and ‘Environment’).   The four FP7 categories and their key components are:


		Cooperation

		Ideas



		Support for collaborative research with a strong emphasis on translational activity:

· Large scale integrated projects (up to €12m per project) 

· Small-medium sized project (up to €3m per project)

· Networks of Excellence


· Coordination and support actions 

· ERA-NET actions (funding to network existing research programmes - Universities are not eligible partners for these actions.)

Next deadline for Health collaborative research projects: 18 Sept 07. The call list is available in the Health ‘Cooperation’ Work Programme on the Cordis website

		Support for high level basic research through the new European Research Council:

· Frontier research actions


· Starting Independent Investigator Grants (supports outstanding researchers to establish their first research team or programme)

· Advanced Investigator Grants (supports excellent frontier research projects by leading established researchers)





		People

		Capacities



		Support for training and career development of researchers:

· Lifelong learning and career development


· Marie Curie Actions (funds researchers to work in other parts of EU)


· Marie Curie Industry-academia placements 

· EU reintegration grants: deadline 17 Oct 07

· International reintegration grants: call deadline 17 Oct 07

		· Funding for research infrastructures


· Research to benefit SMEs


· Regions of Knowledge


· Research potential 


· Science in Society


· International cooperation activities


· Policy development







Further enquiries on EU funding: contact Cath Lavery on c.lavery@qmul.ac.uk

3. Commercialisation Funding


This section looks at sources of funding that can be used to translate healthcare research into products and health benefits for society.  

The list below includes proof of concept funds and follow-on funds that can be used at the very early stages of commercialising research to ‘bridge the gap’ between research grant funding and first stage venture funding.  These could be used for example to demonstrate commercial usefulness and develop prototypes.  Further down the list are sources of seed funding for establishing a spin out company.

All enquiries and applications for commercialisation funding should be made through the Technology Transfer Manager, Laura Camurri l.camurri@qmul.ac.uk

Follow On Fund (BBSRC)


The Fund is designed to help demonstrate the commercial potential of ideas arising from BBSRC funded research. BBSRC commits £1.4m pa though three calls per year. Projects must fall within the BBSRC ‘Areas of research’ and applicants must have previously received support from the Research Council. Grants awarded are typically in the range of £90-100K over 12 months. 

Health Technology Devices (HTD) Programme (DOH)

Support is available to support collaborative R&D projects involving industry, academia and the NHS in developing innovative healthcare technologies. Funding for projects can be up to the region of £200k and requires 50% matched funding from the industrial partner.

Technology Development Grants (Wellcome) 
These are intended to provide up to five years' support for researchers wishing to develop technologies or to refine existing techniques which will facilitate other research and benefit the wider scientific community. A typical three-year award would be in the region of £200,000 to £350,000. Preliminary applications may be submitted at any time and invited full applications are due at least six months prior to the proposed start date. The application will require details of:


· Potential impact and importance of the technology


· Evidence of consultation with user groups and feasibility studies


· Demonstrate that the development and application will be appropriately managed, and include a business plan, if appropriate 


For the areas of research covered by the Wellcome trust, please see ‘List of Funding Bodies’ below.

Heptagon Proof of Concept Funds



Queen Mary’s Innovation and Enterprise team manages this pan-London biotechnology ‘proof of concept’ fund.  There is a strong emphasis on demonstrating commercial usefulness.  A new round of Heptagon funding commenced 1st April 2007 and will run until Sept 2009.  Both mini-awards of up to £25,000 and full awards up to £75,000 are available, though there is a requirement for 50% matched funding (ie total maximum value of project £150k).  


Translation Awards (The Wellcome Trust) 


Translation Awards (TAs) are grants designed to respond to the funding gap in the commercialisation of new technologies in the biomedical area. TA’s will fund a project which is insufficiently developed to attract professional financing, yet has the potential to achieve a commercial follow-on (i.e. licensing or start-up company) by the end of the project. Award can be used to establish proof of principle or reduction to practice of a technology. Awards will be around 500k for periods of 2-3 years and should provide for the directly incurred costs of the research project.

Strategic Translation Awards (STA) are targeted at the commercialisation of new technologies in the areas that are of strategic importance to the Trust. Direct assistance will be provided in project management and seeking corporate partners to work alongside the institutional technology transfer offices. 

Combined London College University Challenge Seed Fund (CLCUCSF)



This seed fund commercialises scientific research at its four partner institutions including Queen Mary. Although targeted at the Science and Engineering sector, one of the sections to be allocated funding is diagnostics, devices and informatics in Life Sciences.  CLCUCSF will invest to a maximum of £250,000 per new company or commercialisation project. 

IP Group

IP Group is a leading intellectual property commercialisation company which works alongside Queen Mary's Innovation and Enterprise team to help establish and accelerate the growth of new spin-out companies. IP Group helps to provide funding, expertise in the management and growth of small businesses, and access to capital markets. 


Rainbow Seed Fund (DTI)


The fund invests at the earliest stages, often before there is a company, and helps to find people with commercial skills and other investors to turn an idea into a business. The Fund can only invest in projects or companies based on a significant contribution of intellectual property (IP) from Rainbow partners (i.e. BBSRC). Application to funding is divided between less than or more than £25k.


4. General (fellowships, bursaries, competitions and events)

L’ORÉAL For Women In Science Fellowship (UNESCO)

The fellowships aim at helping the beneficiaries, who have already distinguished themselves by their talent and commitment, to pursue promising research. Two-year fellowships worth $40,000 are available for women originating from UNESCO's member states. Candidates must be no more than 35 years old and pursuing research at the postdoctoral level in life and physical sciences including: mathematics; engineering; computer science; biology; biochemistry; biotechnology; physiology. Deadline 14 Sep 07

Business Plan Competition (RCUK)

The competition provides researchers who have ideas with commercial potential the skills, knowledge and support needed to develop a first-rate business plan, provided through expert trainers, coaches and mentors. Postgraduates, postdocs and academic staff who have a business idea arising from research and want to develop this further are encouraged to participate. Participants are required to submit a one page summary of their business idea, without giving away any potential business secrets and complete the short application form to be accepted into the competition. Once accepted you will benefit from training through a two day commercialisation workshop. Prizes of up to £25,000 will be awarded to the business plans judged to have the best potential to help turn business ideas into reality. For further details please e-mail Olivia Stevenson at o.stevenson@qmul.ac.uk.  Deadline 14 Sep 07

Fellowships (F Hoffman-La Roche)

Funding is provided for young researchers, doctoral or postdoctoral students and clinicians based outside Switzerland to visit Swiss institutions to collaborate on scientific projects or the development of new techniques or clinical treatments. The foundation supports research in the areas of biology, chemistry and medicine. Fellowships last for up to two years. Deadlines 15 July and 15 Oct 07

 Innovation In Oral Care Awards (IADR/Glaxosmithkline)

The International Association for Dental Research invites applications for awards up to $75,000 each to advance oral care programs in the development of compounds, biomaterials or devices for use at the public health level. Main areas are:


· inhibition or removal of biofilms etc. adhering to natural or artificial surfaces, 


· surface modification to inhibit biofilms and other deposits, stains and odors, 


· adhesives for removable prosthetic devices, 


· inhibition and amelioration of tooth surface loss and gingival recession

· counteracting effects of dry mouth, systemic illness, hormonal disturbances or physiological aging. 


The principal investigator must have IADR membership. Deadline 14 Dec 07

Hatton Awards Competition And Division Travel Awards (IADR/Unilever)

The International Association for Dental Research competition provides an opportunity for the best junior investigators (may be a non member of IADR) to present their research at the annual general session. First prize is $1,000 for two categories: junior (undergraduate student) and senior.

The division travel awards encourage young dental scientists to attend the IADR general session and compete in the IADR/Unilever Hatton awards competition. Each IADR division will receive a minimum travel award of $1,200. Deadline 08 Feb 07

5. List of Funding Bodies


7th Research Framework Programme (FP7)

Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC)

Areas of research:

· Agri-Food 

· Animal Sciences 

· Biochemistry and Cell Biology 


· Biomolecular Sciences 

· Engineering and Biological Systems 


· Genes and Developmental Biology 

· Plant and Microbial Sciences 


DTI (Office of Science and Technology)


International Association for Dental Research (IADR)

Medical Research Council (MRC) 

Current priority areas:

· Clinical and public health research 


· Infections and vaccine research 


· Global health 


· Biomarkers 


· Ageing-related research 


· Sustaining capability in areas of strategic importance


Research Councils UK (RCUK)

The Wellcome Trust

Areas of research:


· Immunology and Infectious Disease 

· Populations and Public Health 


· Neuroscience and Mental Health 


· Physiological Sciences 


· Molecules, Genes and Cells 
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Learn how to take your 
product from idea to reality
Come to one of our training seminars and 
we’ll guide you in the right direction.


Every year, NHS staff come up with great ideas and inventions 
that could improve patient care. Join our next training course and 
learn how we can help to take your product from the initial idea 
through development, investment and protection to it finally being 
available for wider use.


Bringing your ideas to life







5 reasons to join the NHSIL Intellectual Property  
training course:


• Discover why innovation is so important in the NHS


• Find out how to legally protect an idea or invention


• Learn how Intellectual Property can work to your benefit


• Hear about the experiences of previous NHS staff inventors


• �Learn about the process for commercialising your invention


Whether you have a new idea that you feel has huge potential 
or if you manage a team and want to know more about 
protecting innovations and Intellectual Property, this training 
course is ideal for you. Spaces are limited so book quickly to 
avoid disappointment.


To book your space on our next course, simply contact  
NHS Innovations London on 0207 380 1700 or email  
Laura.James@nhsinnovationslondon.com


www.nhsinnovationslondon.com


	 Feedback from attendees of previous courses:


“	�A useful and concise course. Information relevant for 
researchers and potential inventors” Senior Occupational  


Therapist, Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Trust


“	�It gave me valuable information about Intellectual Property 
Rights and the types of protection” Director, Great Ormond Street


“	�With no prior knowledge of IP, I found it all very informative 
and interesting.”  R&D Manager, Havering PCT


“	�An excellent day. Particularly enjoyed the informal setting 
and ongoing Q&A throughout the course.”  Scientific Director, 


Epsom & St Helier Hospital NHS Trust


Date:	� Regular courses throughout the year. Call us for the 
next available date


Venue:	 NHSIL, Euston Road, London


Duration:	 1 day


Cost:	� Subject to your Trust membership level


�To book your place, simply contact NHS Innovations London on 
0207 380 1700 or email Laura.James@nhsinnovationslondon.com
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BARTS AND THE LONDON CHARITY- FELLOWSHIP GRANT SCHEME 

Barts and the London Charity are pleased to announce a call for proposals for our fellowship grant scheme to be reviewed through the auspices of the Research Advisory Board. The deadline for receipt of applications in this round is Monday 3rd December at 12pm. Interviews are anticipated to be held in late March.

Conditions applying to Clinical Training Fellowships: 


· These Fellowships are intended for doctors and dentists of registrar grade or below, to encourage them at an early stage of their careers to engage in research. Nurses, midwives and members of the allied health professions can also apply through this scheme. 

· Fellowships are awarded for a period of two years. If awarded, the release of funds for the second year is contingent upon a bona fida attempt to acquire funding from other external grant organisations and will require a copy of applications made subsequent to this funding. Awards for the second year will be for a full year for those whose applications fail. For those whose further applications are successful, funding will continue until the earliest point at which an external Fellowship will commence. 


· Aylwen Bursaries may be awarded to applicants who have qualified from the Medical College of St Bartholomew's Hospital, Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry, or who have worked in Barts and The London Trust for at least one year. 


Conditions applying to Non-Clinical Training Postdoctoral Fellowships:


· These Fellowships are intended for scientists who have received a PhD within the last five years prior to the application date, to provide an opportunity for further training to consolidate their research skills and to develop their research career assisting their progression to become independent research scientists. Health science researchers who are postdoctoral in terms of experience but who may not have yet completed a PhD are invited to discuss their potential eligibility with the office.

1 Eligibility 


1.1 The scheme is open to all suitably qualified workers.  However the project must take place at Barts and The London, Queen Mary’s School of Medicine and Dentistry, City University Institute of Health Sciences or Barts and The London NHS Trust.

1.2 Applicants may not submit more than one application per bidding round to the Research Advisory Board of St Bartholomew’s and Royal London Charitable Foundation. Candidates who submit multiple applications will be asked to withdraw the excess.


2 Costs of Support Requested

2.1 The Fellowship covers the research salary costs of the Fellow at the appropriate grade and consumables to a maximum of £5,000 only. This does not extend to purchase of equipment or to pay for clinical service. 


3 Outcomes 

3.1 It is the aim of these Fellowships to provide start up funds to enable researchers to be competitive in applying for external funding. It is expected that a successful Charity grant will lead to obtaining funding from an external source. The Charity will monitor successful outputs of previous grants as part of the process of allocating funds.

How to apply


Download the application form and checklist from our website:


http://www.bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk/charity/fundingopportunitiesandschemes.asp

		Completed applications should be sent to:

		Research Grants Manager



		

		Barts and The London Charity



		

		4th Floor, 12 Cock Lane



		

		West Smithfield



		

		EC1A 9BU





For further information on this scheme and any queries that you may have on completing the application form, please contact Dr Karen Matthews, Research Grants Manager, on 020 7882 7251 or email karen.matthews@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk
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Core, the working name of the Digestive 
Disorders Foundation (Reg Charity No.262762), 
funds research to prevent, cure or treat digestive 
disorders. With the unrestricted financial support 
of Dr Falk Pharma UK, Core is pleased to invite 
applications for a number of new bursaries and 
awards for 2007.


 
one research essay prize


£1,000 essay prize for the best dissertation on  
personally undertaken research in an area relevant to 
gastroenterology by a medical student on a BSc or MRes 
course during 2006/2007. The prize will be awarded at the 
British Society of Gastroenterology Scientific meeting in 
March 2008 and the winner will be encouraged to submit 
a poster of their work to the Society. The deadline for 
applications is 5.00pm on Friday 26th October 2007.


six research bursaries 


£1,000 bursaries are available for six medical students 
taking a full-time science degree (BSc/MRes/MBPhD) in an 
area relevant to gastroenterology in 2008/9. Bursaries will 
be awarded once the successful applicant’s place on the 
course has been confirmed. The deadline for applications is 
5.00pm on Friday 26th October 2007.


For further information and an application form please visit 
www.corecharity.org.uk or contact Faruk Barabhuiya at Core 
on 020 7486 0341 or faruk@corecharity.org.uk. 


Dr Falk Pharma UK/Core research bursaries  
and awards 2007


Dr Falk Pharma UK is dedicated to improving patient outcomes through advancing
 understanding and treatment in the fields of gastroenterology and hepatology 






