


College and Trust Policy on Costing and Pricing of Applications

  

On a number of occasions recently the JRO has had to deal with situations where individuals in both the Trust and Medical School have conducted price negotiations with external research funders without prior consultation with the Office. As a result both organisations have found themselves committed to projects that have been significantly under-costed. At this Stage we would like to reiterate the School of Medicine and Dentistry and Trust’s policy on Costing and Pricing Research projects and indeed that for Contracting for Research, which can be viewed on the Joint Research and Development Web Site.

 

All costing and pricing of research projects must be completed by the Joint Research & Development Office prior to applications being submitted to external funding bodies, including commercial, charitable, research council, European Commission or other bodies.

 

Costing requests must be made in good time to the appropriate costing officers and then forwarded for ratification and agreement by Heads of Institutes or nominated Trust manager before final approval by the JRO before any figures are provided to a funding body.

 

Commercial Funding Bodies:  Research Investigators should not discuss the financial elements of their projects with potential funders, unless they have already obtained definitive costings and advice from the JRO. This includes the provision of “outline” quotes or estimates to companies. To do so will almost inevitably commit the Trust or School to a predetermined price for an activity that may not cover the organisation’s basic costs. The JRO will cost projects according to the resources required to undertake the work in line with the Trust and School’s costing policy. These costings are for internal use and are confidential. The Office will supply a price for work to be undertaken with company funding, but do not disclose details of how our prices are determined, to external organisations. Should an investigator provide, independently, a cost or price for a piece of work without JRO input, the College and Medical School will not be bound by any agreement that may have been reached, until a formal costing has been produced by the JRO. 

 

All contacts with commercial companies must be reviewed and where necessary, terms negotiated by the JRO in accordance with the organisation’s Joint R&D Policies. The JRO will assess proposed funder’s financial status; credit ratings etc. to ensure that companies can meet their financial liabilities under the project’s contract.  Investigators are reminded that only authorised Officers of the Medical School and Trust can sign any legal agreements for research projects.

 

Gerry Leonard

Head of Research Resources

IRAS – Integrated Research Application System

A web-based integrated system for research applications was launched on 29 January 2008. This system is being introduced across the UK in order to streamline permissions and approvals application processes, which have often been criticised by researchers for being cumbersome and time consuming. 

IRAS is a single, integrated research application system that has been designed to capture the information needed to be submitted by researchers for the relevant permissions and approvals to enable the conduct of health and social care research in the UK. In Scotland the scope of IRAS relates to health and community care research.

Rather than having to complete a number of separate application forms for each review body, researchers will be able to enter their information once – in IRAS. Using filters, the system will ensure that data is collected and collated appropriately to the type of study, approvals and permissions required.

IRAS will capture information needed to submit for the relevant approvals for the following review bodies: 

· NHS Research & Development Offices  

· NRES/ NHS Research Ethics Committees  

· Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) – Medicines and Devices 

· Patient Information Advisory Group (PIAG)  
· Administration of Radioactive Substances Advisory Committee (ARSAC)
· Gene Therapy Advisory Committee (GTAC)
IRAS builds on the well-established electronic application system already in use for ethics and NHS review. Many familiar aspects of the system remain, including helpful features such as question-specific guidance, contacts lists and navigation pages. Questions have been revised to provide information to more than one reviewing body without duplication. 

More information is available on the R&D Forum, NRES and the Joint R&D Office websites.  As we learn more it will be filtered through to researchers via the website and future R&D Bulletins.
Visit to QMUL by the UK Research Office in Brussels (UKRO)
  
UK universities are provided with invaluable advice and information on  Framework Programme funding by the UK Research Office in Brussels (UKRO) and our dedicated UKRO European Advisor, Jessica Mitchell, has kindly agreed to visit the College on Tuesday, 17 June 2008 to brief researchers interested in seeking funding under FP7 and indeed helping  them to identify funding opportunities of most relevance to their research interests and to administrators who are currently involved in  the management of current FP7 grants.
 
An initial venue has been arranged at the Queen Mary University, Francis Bancroft lecture theatre at Mile End for 17^th June, but if a large number of people are interested my EU Colleague at Mile End, Reuben Almeida, will try and arrange a  larger alternate venue.  To help facilitate the proceedings we are asking for those in the SMD/Trust that are interested in attending to contact me by Wednesday 4th June so that we can get an estimate of numbers. I will then pass your names onto Reuben.
 
No agenda has yet been finalised but sessions will not assume any previous knowledge or experience of Framework Programme funding from researchers/administrators and those with none are encouraged to attend.
 
UKRO is also the UK's National Contact Point for Marie Curie grants as well as the European Research Council (ERC) Starting and Advanced Investigator Grants, which have attracted a great deal of interest from QM/Trust academics and Jessica will therefore provide invaluable information on these funding schemes. Furthermore, as some of the Work Programmes for 2008/9 are expected to be published in July, she will be able to provide some insight into the research priorities that will be identified in these (as UKRO will most likely have received 'near-to-final’ versions by the date of the visit).
Training and other events

Making more successful grant applications - R&D Workshop 11 June

Best Research for Best Health (BRfBH) has been in operation for almost 2 years. We are now in a position to take stock and hopefully improve outcomes for future BRfBH applications

On 11th June the Joint R&D Office is running a workshop to discuss this: 

Professor Neil Barnes, Joint Director of R&D and Nick Good, R&D Projects Manager, will present an overview of BRfBH: lessons learnt from applications to date and key points for future success. Three successful applicants - Karim Brohi, Dr Adrian Martineau and Dr Stephanie Taylor - will share their experiences. There will then be an opportunity to ask questions. Further discussion will be possible over a buffet lunch from 1.30pm
· Time:  12.30pm, Wednesday, 11th June.
· Venue: The Ground Floor Lecture Room, 24-26 Walden Street, Whitechapel, E1 (the 3-storey green portakabin near the Blizard Building). 

The target audience is anyone interested in leading or being part of a National Institute of Health Research (NIHR) BRfBH programme grant team or a future unit or network bid. 

NIHR BRfBH awards range from short-term grants to cover a specific piece of work to long-term multi-million pound network set-up awards. Although they have varying specific criteria and purposes, patterns are emerging both from the national picture and also from our own local successes. It is also becoming clearer what does not work and what should be avoided if you want the hard work put into filling in the various application forms to pay off. Now is the time to take stock and move forward armed with more knowledge and a greater chance of success.

NIHR funding streams include:  The Applied Research Programme, Research for Patient Benefit, Research for Innovation Speculation and Creativity (RISC), Health Technology, Service Delivery and other NIHR programmes, plus various competitive unit and networks awards.  

 

Please let Nick Good know if you will be attending – there are lots of spaces but we’ll only be arranging food and drink based on confirmations!

Nick can be contacted in the R&D office on 020 7782 7274 or at nicholas.good@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk
Advanced Statistics Course
The next advanced statistics course will be run by statistician Fiona Warburton once a week over 4 weeks in June 2008. Information about the course and an application form can be downloaded below. 

Dates: 6, 13, 20, 27 June 2008

Venue: Room 1A Prescot Street

Start: 10am

Finish: 1pm

Fee: Free for BLT employees, £240 for non-BLT employees

To book a place on the course, please fill out an application form and return to Fiona Warburton, Joint R&D Office, 24-26 Walden Street, London, E1 2AN.

Email: Fiona.warburton@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk; 

tel: 020 7882 7262; fax 020 7882 7276
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Monitoring course for non-commercial sponsors

The Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP) and the NHS R&D Forum are jointly providing a monitoring course.

This two-day course will provide an introduction to the skills required for monitoring research in the UK non-commercial sector. The course will focus on monitoring of clinical research trials of medicinal products. The course is designed for all staff involved in monitoring, or supervising monitoring of clinical research e.g. R&D Managers, research governance staff, study coordinators, and investigator site staff. Enrolment is limited to 30 participants per course.
Course Dates: Wed 16th & Thur 17th July 2008

Location: London

Venue: Joseph Rotblat Building/ Old Anatomy Building Charterhouse Square, London EC1M 6BQ

Bookings can be made on line via the R&D Forum.
The York Trials Unit Research Courses

The York Trials Unit at the University of York is running two-linked courses in October 2008 - Introduction to the Design and Conduct of Clinical Trials (8, 9 & 10 October) and Introduction to Statistics for Clinical Trials (6 & 7 October).

The early-bird registration deadline is before 1 August 2008.  Please contact Sue Collins at email sc27@york.ac.uk or tel. 01904 321727 if you are interested in attending. 

Further information can be found on our web link: http://www.york.ac.uk/healthsciences/research/trials08.pdf
Heart Rhythm Congress (HRC) abstracts and the Young Research Worker’s Prize Competition 2008


Aiming to build further upon the research component of last year’s very successful Heart Rhythm Congress and this year for the first time it is planned to have an oral presentation session (on the morning of Tuesday 21st October) in addition to the Young Research Workers Prize competition (final held on the afternoon of Tuesday 21st October) and the poster session. The British Cardiovascular Society has again kindly agreed to administer an on-line abstract submission process, which is very similar to that used for the BCS annual scientific meeting. The submission process has now opened via a link on the HRC website (www.heartrhythmcongress.com) and will remain open until June 13th 2008. The instructions for the abstracts are explained field by field, and there are opportunities to insert one image or one table per abstract if desired. The Cardiovascular Society has also provided a contact number and web address for assistance if any difficulty in uploading abstracts is experienced. Successful abstracts will be published in a supplement to Europace and, subject to any change in deadlines provided by the publishers, it is hoped to have the abstract supplement available to delegates at the meeting itself. 

If you wish your abstract to be considered for oral presentation at the Young Research Worker’s Prize (YRWP) session you should tick the appropriate box. This will be on the understanding that should the abstract not be scored high enough for the YRWP it may still be accepted as an oral presentation on the Tuesday morning or as a poster. It is not possible to submit an abstract for the YRWP alone and if you submit an abstract you must be willing to present it in either oral presentation or poster form. No additional papers/materials are required for submission to the YRWP.

For further information please visit the following website: www.heartrhythmcongress.com
NHS Innovator London Awards 2008
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	The NHS Innovator London Awards 2008 acknowledge and reward individuals who constantly strive to provide a better service for patients whether through new advances in technology or new products to improve the level of patient care.

Last year, the awards proved to be a big success with the winning teams’ projects now advancing through product development, clinical trials or clinical practice.
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This year there are 7 categories for entries:
• ICT & Software
• Medical Diagnostics & Laboratory
• Books, Interactive Media & Health Education
• Therapeutics & Drug Delivery
• Medical Devices & Equipment
• Assistive Technologies
• Mental Health
The closing date for entry is 31st July 2008
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	Last year’s winners and their Trust’s enjoyed an exciting awards evening at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. This year the award ceremony will be made even more amazing by the unique and inspiring venue of Café de Paris. This is your opportunity to take part.
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	To find out more about the Awards and how NHS Innovations London can help you to gain recognition for your innovation and receive funding to prove your idea works and develop it further, click here. Alternatively, please contact Laura James on 0207 380 1711.
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	Anyone can have a great idea. Get your friends and colleagues involved by letting them know about NHS Innovations London and the 2008 Innovator Awards.
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William Harvey Day – 14 October 2008 Call for abstracts

William Harvey Day 2008 is on Tuesday 14 October.    The Call for abstracts,

which will go into the poster display on the day, is now open and the deadline is Friday 1 August.
The abstract form and covering note are at: http://www.smd.qmul.ac.uk/research/index.html William Harvey Day 2008.

The poster display is a very important and exciting part of the Day. Last year's display was the biggest ever, and this year should be even better.

Funding Opportunities
Programme Grants for Applied Research

The 5th round of Programme Grants for Applied Research launches in June with outline applications due in by 6th October 2008. 

Programme Grants for Applied Research are prestigious awards of up to £2m over a period of three to five years, the aim of which is to:
· Provide evidence to improve health outcomes in England through promotion of health, prevention of ill health, and optimal disease management (including safety and quality), with particular emphasis on conditions causing significant disease burden, where other research funding may not be focused, or there is insufficient funding available;
· Enable NHS trusts to tackle areas of high priority or need for health;
· Provide some stability of funding to support the long-term development of top quality applied research groups working in the NHS; and/ or
· Replace, in part, programmes of research currently supported by the Priorities and Needs (PNF) component of NHS R&D Support Funding for NHS Providers.

Awards are made where there is potential gain for patients within the relatively near future. They are not intended to support basic research or experimental medicine.

The full timetable is: 

	Competition launch
	2nd June 2008

	Outline Application submission deadline 
	6th October 2008, 5pm 

	Notification of outcome of Outline Application 
	Late November/ Early December 2008 

	Full Application submission deadline 
	2nd March 2009, 5pm 

	Notification of outcome of Full Application 
	June 2009 


Meanwhile outcomes of outline submissions for the fourth round are due this month. Projects selected to go onto the next stage of this round will be due in by 13th October 2008. 

For more information and details on how to apply please see:  

http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/docdatabase/programmegrants/default.cfm. NB, the information contains feedback, provided by the Director of the Programme, on applications submitted in earlier applied research funding rounds. 

Any questions please direct to Nick Good in R&D on 020 7882 7274 or e-mail nicholas.good@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk.

Research for Patient Benefit Programme

The 7th round Research for Patient Benefit Programme (RfPB) grants has just been announced by National Institute of Health Research (NIHR). 
RfPB is a national funding scheme established to provide high quality research that will be of direct benefit to users of the NHS in England. Applications are considered by a local regional funding committee. RfPB is a responsive rather than a commissioning programme, so RfPB does not seek to name specific topic areas and welcomes applications on a wide range of issues. However, proposals relating to health service challenges, regionally or locally, are particularly welcome.
RfPB project grants are awarded on the basis of up to 3 years duration with a total maximum cost of £250k including overheads. RfPB Project grants can be used to fund pilot studies, feasibility studies, meta-analysis and modelling studies.
	Competition 7 timetable:

	Registration of intention to submit deadline 
	12th August 2008, 5 PM

	Submission Deadline 
	23rd September 2008, 5 PM

	Declaration and Signatures deadline
	30th September 2008, 5 PM

	Submission Outcome 
	Late February 2009


Potential applicants should visit the programme website for news and for the most up-to-date information before submitting an application. See: 

http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/programmes/rfpb/default.cfm
Any questions please direct to Nick Good in R&D on 020 7882 7274 or e-mail nicholas.good@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk.

NIHR – Research Capacity Development 2008 recruitment for Dental Academic Clinical Fellowships


Academic Clinical Fellowships in Dentistry are available to dentists in the early stages of specialty training who can demonstrate outstanding potential for development as a clinical academic in research and/or education. The RCD website will direct applicants to the relevant deanery websites. Deaneries will confirm the availability of posts and agree the deadline for application submission.
A list of Available 2008 Academic Clinical Fellowships in Dentistry and further details can be found at: http://www.nccrcd.nhs.uk/intetacatrain/intactraindentalacfs2008
NIHR – Research Capacity Development 2008 recruitment for Clinical Lectureship posts

Clinical Lectureships are available for people who are advanced in their specialty training, have completed a research doctorate or equivalent and show outstanding potential for continuing a career in academic medicine or dentistry. Those who hold a National Training Number (NTN) and a PhD or MD are eligible to apply. 

Applications can be made any time from 1st April 2008 to 31st March 2009. 
Further details are at: http://www.nccrcd.nhs.uk/intetacatrain/2008clrecruitment 
New Dynamics of Ageing (NDA) Programme

The New Dynamics of Ageing is a seven year multidisciplinary research programme concerned with improving the quality of life of older people. The ESRC, EPSRC, BBSRC, MRC and AHRC are inviting proposals within the programme.

It is expected that researchers from the full range of disciplines covered by the five research councils will come together to investigate the research questions posed by the programme. Please refer to the call information below and the specification for this phase before submitting your application.

A call for Collaborative Research Projects (CRPs) was announced in September 2007 with a budget of approximately £8.7 million (100 per cent FEC) and a closing date for outline proposals in November 2007. Funding decisions for that work will be announced in June 2008.

The second call for outline programme grant proposals will close in June 2008. Funding decisions will be announced in early 2009.

Details of the Programme can be found at: http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/opportunities/current_funding_opportunities/NDA.aspx?ComponentId=15471&SourcePageId=5964
Knowledge Transfer funding opportunities

Knowledge Transfer (also know as ‘third stream’ or ‘outreach’ activity) is the transfer of the knowledge and expertise arising from teaching and research to benefit society.  This can be achieved through external collaborations with business and industry, as well as interaction with the wider community.   
Knowledge Transfer funding can be used for: 

· Collaborative research with industry partners 

· Commercialisation of research (e.g. demonstrating ‘proof of concept’ or developing prototypes and setting up spin-out companies)

· CASE studentships and industrial placements

· Training in entrepreneurship and business skills

Details on the awards that are currently available can be found in the below Funding Bulletin:  
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BBSRC Enterprise Fellowships

Funded by BBSRC and delivered by The Royal Society of Edinburgh, these enable researchers to concentrate on, and be actively involved in, commercialising research that was largely funded by BBSRC.

They provide: 

· business training to help development of a business plan 

· a year’s salary hosted at the Fellow’s university or research institute 

· access to mentors, business experts and professional advisors 

Eligibility 

Early to mid career* academic and research staff and postgraduates with relevant experience who are employed by a UK Higher Education Institution or BBSRC-sponsored research institute.

* In exceptional cases, BBSRC will consider higher salaries where it is fully justified and the host institution demonstrates a commitment to the Fellowship.

The deadline for applications is 16 June 2008.  More information can be found using the following link: http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/business/commercialisation/enterprise_fellowships.html 
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Authorisation – For BLT and Queen Mary College Staff only







We must have confirmation that your Directorate has approved your attendance on the course.







Signature of Directorate manager: ………………………………………………………………………	







Please print the name of manager: ………………………………………………………………………







Please fax or send this form to:



Fiona Warburton, Joint R&D Office,



24-26 Walden Street



Whitechapel, London, E1 2AN.



Tel: 020 7882 7262 Fax: 020 7882 7276



E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ann.smith@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk" ��fiona.warburton@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk�



















Contact details



Name: ………………………………………………. Job Title: …………………………………………



Work address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………..



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..



Tel: …………………………………........ E-mail address: …………………………………………….



Are you a BLT or     Yes 	If yes, no payment is required. Proceed to authorisation section.



QMUL member



of staff?	          No	If no, please see payment section.































Advanced Statistics Course







PAYMENT INFORMATION FOR EXTERNAL ATTENDEES







For staff not employed by BLT or QMUL wishing to attend, the course is subject to a fee of £240. Cheques should be made payable to “Barts and The London NHS Trust” and must be received in advance of the course in order to secure your attendance.
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Funding Opportunities


This newsletter provides a monthly round-up of current Knowledge Transfer funding opportunities that may be of interest to Life Sciences and Medical School researchers.  


Knowledge Transfer (also know as ‘third stream’ or ‘outreach’ activity) is the transfer of the knowledge and expertise arising from teaching and research to benefit society.  This can be achieved through external collaborations with business and industry, as well as interaction with the wider community.   

Knowledge Transfer funding can be used for: 

· Collaborative research with industry partners 

· Commercialisation of research (eg demonstrating ‘proof of concept’ or developing prototypes and setting up spin-out companies)


· CASE studentships and industrial placements


· Training in entrepreneurship and business skills
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Contents:



1. Government and Council Awards



2. EU Funding



3. Commercialisation Funding



4. General (fellowships, bursaries, competitions and events)



5. List of Funding Bodies


1. Awards

BIOMARKERS DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION (MRC)

The aim is to further develop potential biomarkers or to evaluate potential biomarkers. Biomarker discovery is not covered by this call. Collaborations with industry are encouraged.  Awards in the range of £500,000 to £1.5m are available to support 2-3 year projects. Deadline 17 June 08 


NOVEL APPROACHES TO ENHANCE ANIMAL STEM CELL RESEARCH (NIH) 

This initiative will support research to enhance animal stem cells as model biological systems. Examples include Projects which seek to:


· Expand the number of embryonic stem cells animal model systems. 


· Identify, isolate, culture and characterize multi-potent stem cell populations. 


· Generate/ use markers for stem cell attributes common across species.


Funding is limited to £135,000 direct costs for 2 yrs Deadline 16 June and 16 Oct 08

DIABETES RESEARCH GRANTS (ESFD)

Available funding of 100,000 euros a year for up to 3 years for the programmes below.


Novo Nordisk Programme in Type 1 Diabetes Research- Deadline 01 July 08


Novo Nordisk clinical research in type 2 diabetes adolescents-  Deadline 10 July 08


Lilly diabetes research grants- Deadline 1 Sept 08


PILOT INDUSTRY COLLABORATION AWARD (MRC)

‘Breakthroughs in Neuroscience and Mental Health’- The aim of the scheme is to encourage collaborative research between MRC-funded researchers and industry. Deadline 30 July 08. Available awards are:


· small exchange: less than £50,000 to supports exchanges up to six months;


· joint fellowships: provides a salary plus recurrent costs for 2-3 years; 


· research projects: £60,000 to £500,000 matched funding for 1-3 years. 


EQUIPMENT GRANT (Diabetes UK)

A maximum of £100k for equipment and running costs for up to 3 yrs, a 20% contribution is expected from the host institution. Deadline 01 Aug 08

OPEN LINK (MRC)


Projects involve at least one UK R&D based company and one research organisation. The scheme aims to encourage research in the development of new medical treatments and interventions. Industrial partners contribute at least 50%. Applications are open to all researchers and funding is for a period of 3- 5 yrs. 


		Molecular and Cellular Medicine 

		03 Sep 08



		Infections and Immunity 

		10 Sep 08



		Physiological Systems and Clinical Sciences 

		17 Sep 08



		Neurosciences and Mental Health 

		24 Sep 08





PROJECT GRANTS (Roche Organ Transplantation Research Foundation)

Research grants for innovative research projects relating to the science of solid organ transplantation, particularly where there is an unmet medical need. Awards will be worth up to £145,000 over three years. EOI Deadline 1 Oct 08

INITIATIVE IN IMMUNOLOGY AND BIOLOGY (Roche/ JRDF)

Research awards in immunology and biology relevant to pancreatic islet transplantation, and transplantation solutions for human type 1 diabetes. Investigators in the fields of immunology, cell biology, gene therapy, stem cell research are strongly encouraged to apply. The maximum amount is £140,000 over three years. EOI Deadline 1 Oct 08


COLLABORATION GRANTS- HEALTH SERVICES & PUBLIC HEALTH (MRC)

The aim of a collaboration grant is to add value to the participants’ research programmes, by enabling them to work together in a way that could not be funded through an MRC Research Grant. Two-five year awards are available to MRC funded scientists who wish to promote and enhance collaboration between themselves and other researchers working in complementary scientific areas to:


· Support cooperative research with high core costs. 


· Support complex cooperative links across several research bodies. 


· Develop research networks.


Deadline 1 Oct 2008


CLINICAL TRIAL GRANTS (CRUK)

New Agent Trials- Funding for selecting new anti-cancer treatments/ diagnostics and taking them into early clinical trials, duration of funding is ~2 yrs.


Feasibility/ Pilot/ Phase II- To assess the activity, feasibility or toxicity of new treatment and to screen out inactive treatments. Funding of £25,000/yr for up to 2 yrs


Phase III Therapeutic - Funding of £100,000/yr for up to 10 years. 


Translational Research- Supports prospective as well as retrospective sample collection and biomarker research, available funding of £100,000/yr for up to 5 yrs

Please check individual scheme for Deadlines


INDUSTRY DISCOVERY & DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS (JRDF) 

Collaborative opportunity between academia and industry to commercialise therapeutics for type 1 diabetes. Match funding is available to develop or test novel approaches for diagnosis, prevention or treatment, in preclinical models or early-stage clinical trials. 


INNOVATION GRANTS (Parkinson's Disease Society)

To encourage physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech/ language therapists, nurses and practitioners in complementary therapies to conduct research that may lead to a better quality of life for people with Parkinson's. Maximum award is £15,000/yr.


DISCIPLINE BRIDGING INITIATIVE GRANT SCHEMES (MRC/ EPSRC)

Funding of up to £10k is available for new multidisciplinary research projects linking medical/life and engineering/physical sciences. Projects are of 1-2 month duration and involving QMUL partners. For further information please contact s.siddiqui@qmul.ac.uk. The 3 types of grants available are:


· Multidisciplinary research pump priming awards 


· Discipline bridging awards 


· Inward/outward research visits 


INDUSTRIAL PARTNERSHIP AWARDS (BBSRC)

Partnership Awards are science base-led responsive mode research grants that have significant industrial involvement. A UK registered or UK R&D based industrial partner contributes 10% of the full economic cost of the project. Typical projects are for a period of 3 - 5 yrs and applications can be made at any time. 

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER PARTNERSHIP (TSB) 

This scheme offers close collaboration between industry and academia, helping to fund a project with a high calibre to work at the interface between academia and industry, facilitating the transfer of knowledge. Current average annual project costs are around £60,000 (the industry partner would be expected to contribute ~£30k) per annum for up to 3 years. 


2. EU Funding – 7th Framework Programme Update & Current Calls


INNOVATIVE MEDICINES INITIATIVE (IMI)

The first call for Expressions of Interest for the Innovative Medicines Initiative is now open.  IMI is a new public-private partnership between the EU pharmaceutical industry (through EFPIA) and the European Commission which aims to reinvigorate the biopharmaceutical sector in Europe by removing research bottlenecks in the drug development process.  € 123 million of EU funding (plus € 173 million of in-kind pharmaceutical industry funding) is available for this initiative.  Consortia will comprise HEIs, SMEs and patient bodies working with pharmaceutical companies.  Typical projects will be 5 years duration, with € 5-10 million of EU funding.  IMI networking funds are available from the MRC for UK participants to cover networking meetings, prior to expression of interest.  


Deadline for EOI: 15th July 08, full proposals due Nov 08.   Please contact Cath Lavery for further information including the 2008 IMI work programme. 


IMI Call Topics 2008


Safety: 


Improve Predictivity of Immunogenicity
Non-genotoxic Carcinogenesis
Expert Systems for in silico Toxicity Prediction
Improved Predictivity of non-clinical Safety Evaluation
Qualification of Translational Safety Biomarkers
Strengthening the Monitoring of Benefit/Risk


Efficacy: 
Islet Cell Research 
Surrogate Markers for Vascular Endpoints
Pain Research
New Tools for the Development of Novel Therapies in Psychiatric Disorders 
Neurodegenerative Disorders
Understanding Severe Asthma
COPD Patient Reported Outcomes


Education & Training: 
European Medicines Research Training Network
Safety Sciences for Medicines Training Programme
Pharmaceutical Medicine Training Programme
Integrated Medicines Development Programme 
Pharmacovigilance Training Programme 


COOPERATION:


The next Health call will open at the end of July, with deadline for submissions in November.  A two stage application process is being tested for selected topics of this call.  A preliminary draft of the next Health work programme is available from Cath Lavery ( hard copy only at present).


Information and Communications Technologies (ICT) based solutions for Prevention and Management of Chronic Conditions of Elderly People

This call aims to develop innovative products, systems or services based on  Information and Communication Technologies that will assist elderly persons in self care and risk management - eg developing practical technological assistance in areas such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease, stroke, multiple sclerosis, Alzheimer’s disease, asthma, COPD, Parkinson’s disease and different disability situations. Projects will be 12-36 months duration, time to market of 2-3 years after project end.  Indicative total budget € 1-7M (cost sharing required, max EU funding is € 3M).


Deadline: 21st August 08


PEOPLE:

Marie Curie actions support the training, mobility and career development of researchers across Europe.  Support is also available for researchers from non-EU countries wishing to take up research posts within the EU.

MARIE CURIE INITIAL TRAINING NETWORKS


Support for networks of organisations to build research training capacity responding to training needs in defined areas including interdisciplinary collaborations and emerging fields of research.

Deadline: 2nd Sept 08


MARIE CURIE INTRA-EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIPS FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT


Deadline: 19th August 08


MARIE CURIE INTERNATIONAL INCOMING FELLOWSHIPS


Deadline: 19th August 08


MARIE CURIE OUTGOING FELLOWSHIPS


Deadline: 19th August 08


MARIE CURIE  – EUROPEAN & INTERNATIONAL REINTEGRATION GRANTS


Assist return of researchers to the EU – Only for participants of a previous Marie Curie training and mobility action.  Deadline: Continuous submission with cut-off dates on 8th Oct 


Further enquiries on EU funding: contact Cath Lavery on c.lavery@qmul.ac.uk





3. Commercialisation Funding


This section looks at sources of funding that can be used to translate healthcare research into products and health benefits for society. The list below includes proof of concept funds and follow-on funds that can be used at the very early stages of commercialising research to ‘bridge the gap’ between research grant funding and first stage venture funding.  These could be used to demonstrate commercial usefulness or develop prototypes. For more information please contact Laura Camurri l.camurri@qmul.ac.uk or Barny Cox b.cox@qmul.ac.uk

DEVELOPMENTAL PATHWAY FUNDING SCHEME (MRC & TSB)

This is a new scheme that will support translation of research towards patient benefit, including the development of novel therapies, interventions, diagnostics and research tools.  Discovery of new causes or risk factors, biomarkers or drug targets will not be funded. Projects must have clearly defined outcomes, milestones and future value.  The DPFS will support a significant proportion of high-risk high reward projects, especially in fields not being actively pursued in the private sector at present.  The MRC is coordinating this initiative with the Technology Strategy Board. Partnerships with industry or charities are strongly encouraged and co-funding for industry involvement will be available through the TSB.


Funding will be typically £250 – 750k over 1-2 years.  Larger development programmes will be supported in stages. There is a two stage application process which must go through your Technology Transfer Manager. Deadline for EOI: 24th June 08, with further opportunities in Oct 08, March 09, June 09.


TRANSLATION AWARDS (Wellcome Trust) 


Grants designed to respond to the funding gap in the commercialisation of new technologies in the biomedical area. TA’s will fund a project which is insufficiently developed to attract professional financing, yet has the potential to achieve licensing or start-up company by the end of the project. Award of £800k for periods of 2-3yrs can be used to establish proof of principle. Deadline EOI: 15 Aug and 17 Nov 08


RESEARCH TOOLS LONDON

Research Tools London is a not-for-profit consortium established by London research institutions to help researchers commercialise their research tools such as:


- antibodies


- cell lines

- models for disease


- markers


- labelling technologies


Please get in touch if you have a research tool you would like to commercialise.


HEPTAGON PROOF OF CONCEPT FUND



Queen Mary’s Innovation manages this pan-London biotechnology ‘proof of concept’ fund.  There is a strong emphasis on demonstrating commercial usefulness. Both mini-awards of up to £25,000 and full awards up to £75,000 are available, though there is a requirement for 50% matched funding (ie total maximum value of £150k).  


TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS (Wellcome Trust)  



Provides up to 5 years support to develop technologies or refine techniques which will facilitate other research and benefit the wider scientific community. Awards are around £350,000 for 3yrs. The application will require:


· Potential impact and importance of the technology


· Evidence of consultation with user groups and feasibility studies


· Project management details, and business plan 


FOLLOW ON FUND (BBSRC)


The Fund is designed to help demonstrate the commercial potential of ideas arising from BBSRC funded research. BBSRC commits £1.4m pa though three calls per year. Applicants must have previously received support from the Research Council. Grants awarded are typically in the range of £90-100K over 12 months. 

COMBINED LONDON COLLEGE UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE SEED FUND



This fund commercialises research at its four partner institutions. Although targeted at Science and Engineering, one of the sections to be allocated funding is diagnostics, devices and informatics in Life Sciences, with a maximum investment of £250,000 per new company or commercialisation project. 

4. General (fellowships, bursaries, competitions and events)

EPPENDORF/SCIENCE PRIZE FOR NEUROBIOLOGY (Eppendorf AG)

The prize is awarded annually to one young scientist, under the age of 35, for the most outstanding neurobiological research based on methods of molecular and cell biology conducted during the past three years, as described in a 1,000 word entrance essay. The award is worth $25,000. Deadline: Deadline 15 June 08


ENTERPRISE FELLOWSHIPS (BBSRC/RSE)

The fellowships are designed to enable an individual to advance the commercialisation of existing research results or technological developments for a period of one year. Travel, consumables and equipment costs of up to £6,000 will be reimbursed. Deadline 16 June 08

BIOTECHNOLOGY YES COMPETITION 2008 

The Young Entrepreneurs Scheme (YES) is an innovative competition for postgraduate students/postdoctoral scientists. Participants compete in teams to develop a hypothetical business idea with the help of expert mentors from the fields of biotech, finance and intellectual property. Workshops are held throughout the UK with a final prize of £1000. The competition is free of charge, including travel, accommodation and meals. Deadline 27 June 08

YOUNG EUROPEAN RESEARCHER AWARD (EPPENDORF AG)

This award, worth 15,000 euros, acknowledges outstanding contributions to biomedical research based on methods of molecular biology. The award is open to researchers in Europe under 35 years of age. Deadline 30 June 08

L’ORÉAL FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE FELLOWSHIP (L’Oréal)

Fifteen two-year fellowships worth $40,000 are available. The fellowships aim at helping the beneficiaries, who have already distinguished themselves by their talent and commitment, to pursue promising research. 


YOUNG WOMEN IN LIFE SCIENCE AWARDS (L’Oréal)

Candidates must be no more than 35 years old and pursuing research at the postdoctoral level in life and physical sciences. Deadline 30 June 08

BUPA FOUNDATION AWARDS (BUPA Foundation)

The awards are based on both past achievement and proposals for the future, made annually in recognition of excellence in medical research and healthcare in the categories below. Applications are open to medical practitioners max age 40 yrs. The prize has a value of £15,000. Deadline 01 July 08.

- Care of the elderly


- Clinical excellence

- Patient safety


- Communication


- Epidemiology


- Medical research 


- Occupational health


ENGAGING SCIENCE: ARTS AWARDS (Wellcome Trust)

Funding of up to 3 years is available to fund full or part production costs for projects that aim to engage the public with biomedical science through the arts. Up to £30,000 is available for small projects. Deadline 18 July 08 and 10 Oct 08


UK-NETHERLANDS PROGRAMME IN SCIENCE: SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS (British Council) 

Funding is available for early career postdoctoral researchers to carry out short visits within new research collaborations or to organise a seminar/workshop for UK and NL participants. Awards will provide approximately £200 for international travel and £90 per night towards accommodation Events may last 1-3 days and can take place either in the UK or the Netherlands. Deadline 15 Aug 08


TRAINING & WORKSHOP AWARDS (European Society For Paediatric Infectious Diseases)  


The aim of this scheme is to fund training courses and workshops in PID. These can be directed at clinical trainees, continuing medical education for career grade doctors. A typical award will be for 15,000 euros to 30,000 euros for a one to two day course for 15 to 40 delegates. Applicant must be an ESPID member and applications must be made 6 months in advance of Deadlines: 1 Sept and 1 Dec 08


PHD STUDENTSHIPS (Boehringer Ingelheim Fund)

The foundation supports projects aimed to elucidate basic phenomena of human life. Each scholarship is granted for at least two years, with an option of renewal for a further 12 months. The monthly grant amounts to 2000 euros, maximum age limit of 24yrs. Deadline 01 Oct 08


5. List of Funding Bodies


7th Research Framework Programme (FP7)

Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC)

Areas of research:

· Agri-Food 

· Animal Sciences 

· Biochemistry and Cell Biology 


· Biomolecular Sciences 

· Engineering and Biological Systems 


· Genes and Developmental Biology 

· Plant and Microbial Sciences 


Cancer Research UK Fund (CRUK)

Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (DBERR) 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF)

Medical Research Council (MRC) 

Current priority areas:


· Clinical and public health research 


· Infections and vaccine research 


· Global health 


· Biomarkers 


· Ageing-related research 


· Sustaining capability in areas of strategic importance


The Wellcome Trust

Areas of research:


· Immunology and Infectious Disease 


· Populations and Public Health 


· Neuroscience and Mental Health 


· Physiological Sciences 


· Molecules, Genes and Cells 


Newsletter on Knowledge Transfer Funding Opportunities
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Prepared by Queen Mary Innovation Ltd







If you are interested in applying for these funds or to any other funding bodies please contact:







Olivia Stevenson ext 7459/ 8107 or o.stevenson@qmul.ac.uk or



Cath Lavery ext 7002 or c.lavery@qmul.ac.uk 







For further information on Queen Mary Innovation Ltd please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://qm-web.innovation.qmul.ac.uk/smd/index.html" ��http://qm-web.innovation.qmul.ac.uk/smd/index.html�
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Research and Development Office


24-26 Walden Street

Whitechapel


London E1 2AN

Tel: 020 7882 7250


Fax: 020 7882 7276 


Advanced Statistics Training Course For Researchers & Clinicians


Course Content

· Introduction


· Logistic Regression

· Linear Regression

· Measures of Agreement – Bland & Altman plots

· Kaplan Meier Survival Analysis


· Cox Proportional Hazards 

Pre-requisites

· Attended Basic Statistics course or be familiar with the topics covered in it.
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